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conratiiime. 
A Genuine Account of her Tranſ- 


2 cions from her Infancy to the Time ot her 
1 Deceaſe. 
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| * See bere the Fair One, whoſe engaging Art, 
Co d charm each Ear, and eaptivare each Heart; 
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T HE Lives of celebrated Comedian have 
always been receiv'd as an agreeable Acmuſe- 


ment by the Fublick ; wherefore it is to be heped, 
that th? following Account of an inimitable Ac- 


treſs, who lia: a long Series of Time main'ain'd 
an inconteſtable Superio: ity over all ter Contem- 
poraries, and been the univerſal Delight of the 
Beau Mode, will meet with as favourable 
Quarter jrom the Town, as either the facetious 


Mr. dpuller's, or Honeſt Penkethmau's of mary 


Moment, 


ay ww os 


Her Talent for genteel Comedy was, I 


believe, never furpaffed, if equalled by any One; 
and whoever" has {en her Act Andromache, or the 


Diſtreſſed Mother, mult allow ſhe was an excellent 
84 | | Her | 


Trage dian. 
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| ' Her Perſon was infinicely Graceſull, her Nature. 
Majeſtick her Behaviour fo inchanting, and her 


Converſation ſo agreeable, that coring her whole - | 
Life (he was in the higheſt Eſteem with Perfons * 
0 grea Rank, XS. AV — 
i the 8 © af * "at . 4 
. . 8 n : if] 

In private Capacity ſhe was 2 Woman of un- 73 


— 


” . 
— — 9 6 
+ *.oa. 


4 


common Genervſny and good N:iturez fo that 
| ſhe never lent awar difſacisfy d ary unfortunate 
| 


* j . 


Perſon who ever apply'd to her for ny Pavour, 
eſpecially it they were endu'd with a liberal Hu- 
Cation. | | 


| But as in the Writia? ife we muff. 
in before her appearance upon the Stage, we 
\+ ſhail endeavour co give the World the moſt au- 
| thentick Memoirs taat could poſſibly be procmed 
| of the moſt material Oceurrences that Ever hap- 
pen d to her from her Infancy. _ N 
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4s various have been the Scenes thro' which 
ſhe paſs d, before ſhe acquir d that eſtabliſh'd 

Character to which ſhe at laſt arciv'd, we flatter 
our ſelves the Readers will find it an accept ible 
Entertainment; the more, inalmuct! as we ſhall 3 
; adhere ſirict y to matters of Fact. and not inter- 2 
ſpetle this Work with a heap of fictitious ind a 


Inaconliſtanees; as is too often done in Producti- 
| ons of this Nature. my 


We ſhall therefore ſpars neither Coſt nor 4 1 

| Pains to render our Memoirs compleat ; and | 

hope accordingly they will meet with, * 
n- 
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(4) | 
Encouragement than chaſe ſpurious Acconars Aut 
which ne ver fail being Trump'd up on the like [| tea! 
Occafions, and are ſire to accompany the Deaths | ane 
of any eminent Pei ſons. 

| 6 1 
Wherefore as we don't ſuppaſe Mrs: 0!d/eld's is t 
Memory wi F meet wich any better Uſage from cin 
theſe Gentry than others who have gone beo e has 
her; we will endeavour to reſcue her from their i 
Clatches, and her into ſuzh a Oreſs as may fit let 
her once more to appear in, and be the Lelight not 
Not that we ſhall pretend co ſer her off to ſo my 
„ „Advantage - ſhe appear'd when ſhe coir 

| 'Charm'd the Eyes . Bars of all Bebolders ; | 
| That 's2 Task to which we confeſs out ſelves not 7 
al. However we will take care to ftrip ger gor 
| gs few of her native Beauties as poſſib e: and pret 
© tho* the Piuie does not come up to the Origi- beh. 
nal we will at leaſt not fail to make it a tolera- bat 
ble Copy. {ter 


Joſt as I Propheſy d, | have now {een an Ad- 
vertiſcment, deſiring Hints to be ſent unto Hur:'s 
Coffee Houſe in the Strand, to one William Eger. 
von, who no doubt will pack together a grofs 
Collection of Abſurdities, and Palm them upon 
the Town for Hints ſent by Perſons of Credit 
and Reputation. W 2 


| This ame Vall Egerton being only a 6titi 
nn 


Author, who is afraid to ſet h's real one, fr 
tear his Character thould damn bis Fertor m? 
Ane. 


To ſhew 1 am not miſtaken in what the { own 


is to expect from M. Egerton and to givea- py 


cinen of his Performance in this Ad» m, e 
has not fo much as been able tc Spell hr Nan e 
rüzhe, or hai Ce it enough with zn Gert 


let him right in ſo trivial a Cicumhance r, 


nothing is more certain, t ian that the als 
wrote ii Ann witnouc an E, whe eof he mat 
have info med himfeif, had he but Iaterztt e 
noughuto p cure the ſight of one leser or Ke. 
ceirt u di her Hand, 


To begin then: HePGrani-Father who was 
Born of very ho eſt Parents, who was pet Ap: 
prentice to a Vintuer; and in that Station always 
zhaved bimfelf in uch a Manger, as 8% 
bath the Approbation and good Will of hs M- 


lter and was very obliging to ali his Cuſt mers. 


* He had rot long been out cf bis Tire bh fore 
he ſet up for h\mſe't, and took the Ge ge IL vr, 
now an Ale-Houſe, againſt th: Coca Tree in 
Pail Mall, where his Benav.our was ſo ene 
ad his Uſaze fo good, that he quickly gte 
Crouds of che b-ft Company, and conſ q ey 
Was not lone betore to uſe a comm on LX r. l: 
on) he got the Forchorſe by the Head, aud 
throye amain. 


Accorciugly 
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Actordivgly, he ro: 60 hanght the Hooſe 
whe en seed bat more adj ning to it, 
and entirely rebuilt item Hon the Ground. 


As he I 'ved long enongh atte wir's to gain a 
very handſome Fortune, bufiles chis Eſtate, by 
his Bui eis, and had but two Sons living, think⸗ 
ing the E deſt wou'd be ther vife well enough 


worth chen berween Sxcy and Seventy Pounds 
per Annum, to his voun:e ? 5%, wie was the 
Fatlier of our c.lebrated Hei: e. 


This Gentleman being, as may be imagin'd, 
of not altogetae! fo Partimonicne and lucrative a 
Temper as his decea''d Fther, did nor enjoy 
this Eſtate long. betore he fir ft m-» tgaget and 
after ſoid it Gurright to his elder Brother. 


Accordingly it is now in the poſſeſſion of his 
elder Brother's Son, Mr. G:orge Oliſeid a H. ſier 


in It James; Street, CUT dt James Cate, wuo 


15 fi it CO. In co Mts, De ſield After the Sale of 
ris Eſtate, her Fateer bring willing, as (18 ſup: 
poſed, to put himſeli in fome way of Living with 


the Mony. he bought towards the Reign of the - 


late King James's Reign, into the Horſe Guards, 
and continued in that Poſt till the Day ot his 


Death, which happened not a great many 


Years after. 
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| Aſter his Deceaſe, his Family not be ng 
| left in a very flouriſhing Condition, his el 
deſt Brother above mention'd, took Compal: 
ſion on the Cirl, and reloived io gi-e her 
ſome Education. Lo this purpoſe he put 
her to Schon, uh re ſhe ſoon took her 
Learning with admuable Profic.cncy, and 
did in 1imc made great Progreis, en all the 
Accompliſhinents luitab e to her Sex. Bur 
ſhe bad not been long ther before the dilco- 
ver d ſuch an invincible Inclinaticn to be- 
come an Aqreſs upon the Stage, that all 
| Perſuations, Admonitions, or even Ihreat- 
nings of her Parents and Friends cou'd deter 
her trom it. 3 
Her fiſt Appearance upon the Stage, was 
about thirty Years ago, at the King's Thea 
tre in the Hay Market, which has ſince been 
ſet a part wholly tor the Uſe of Opera's, 
| Maſquerades, and ſuch lie elegant Enter- 
tainments, as of the famous Swiſs Count's 
providing. 25 N 
About twenty ſeven Vears ago Mr. Ric 
found means to prevail on Mrs, Oldfield to 
leave the Hay - Market, and come tothe The- 
atre in Drury Lane, wherein he then was 
concerne'd accordingly the did ſo; and who- 
ever happencd co be proprictors of that 
ho ſeafter Mr. Rich, ſhe could not be per- 
ſuaded to quit it, but here the continu d ; 
conſtant to her laſt. Dug | 
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During her Illneſs, (he was frequently at- 
tended by the moſt eminent Phyſitians, but 
finding t cir Attendants to no Purp;. fe, ſho 
began in earneſt to prepare for har Death 
ike a true Chriſtian moſt Women in her 
Condition would have done as much, few 
 wou'd have done bettet and many would 
have done much worſ:. However, after 
having lain in che greateſt Torments, ihe 
died an exampliry Penirent on Friday the 
23d of October About two o' Clock i the 


Morning, in the 47 Year of her Age. 
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